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SUBJECT: MAJOR PROJECT: LA FORTUNA HYDROELECTRIC: 

TURBINE GENERATOR TENDER 

REF: 77 PANAMA 6445 

1 . MAJOR EXPORT PROJECTS DIVISION USDOC WAS CONTACTED BY 

WESTINGHOUSE ELECTRIC COMPANY REGARDING ITS BID ON SUBJECT 
TENDER. WESTINGHOUSE REPORTED THAT THE BIDS HAVE BEEN 
OPENED AND THAT WESTINGHOUSE IS SECOND LOW BIDDER - THE 
LOW BIDDER BEING MITSUBISHI. BOTH BIDDERS HAVE SOURCED THE 
TURBINES FROM VOEST OF AUSTRIA SO THE COMPETITION IS ON THE 
THREE HYDRO-GENERATORS. WESTINGHOUSE STATES ITS PRICE IS 
TEN PERCENT HIGHER THAN THE JAPANESE BUT THAT IT MAY BE 
ABLE TO INCREASE THE EFFICIENCY OF ITS UNITS TO GAIN A 
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COMPETITIVE EDGE. THE AWARD IS NOT EXPECTED TO BE MADE 
SOON, IN FACT IT COULD TAKE UNTIL JULY. 

2. AT THIS POINT WESTINGHOUSE IS CONSIDERING HOW BEST TO 
MARSHALL SUPPORT FOR ITS BID AND WOULD LIKE TO KNOW ONLY IS 

THE EMBASSY INVOLVED IN THIS TENDER?, HAS IT HAD ANY 
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CONVERSATIONS WITH IRHE (THE CUSTOMER) OR THE GOP 
REGARDING THIS BID? WOULD APPRECIATE EMBASSY RESPONSE 
THIS QUERY AS WELL AS ANY SUGGESTIONS EMBASSY MAY HAVE 

ANY ANY DETAILS THAT EMBASSY BELIEVES COMMERCE AND 
WESTINGHOUSE WOULD FIND USEFUL. 

3. FYI. WESTINGHOUSE CONTACT IN PANAMA IS TOM CELLUCCI, 

TELEPHONE 691155. EMBASSY ASSISTANCE MUCH APPRECIATED. 

VANCE 
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